Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Special Music -      Judy Knorr

Scripture:     Exodus 16:2-15 (Pg. 82 O.T. Pew Bible)   

                                  Doris Hand, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:             “How Big Is Your God?”     

Special Music -      Judy Knorr
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -           “God Will Take Care of You”  
      Page 47  
*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”          

  *Extinguishing of candles

   *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 24, 2023, the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Sept. 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 1st & 8th - Leon & Diane Shaffer and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 15th & 22nd - Ed & Peggy Berra and 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb; Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin.
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September 24, 2023

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

September 24, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Marie Herb                 

L:  The Lord says, “Come.”
P:  Come, drink the water of life for the refreshment that truly satisfies.
L:  Come, eat the bread of life, for the satisfaction of your yearnings.
P:  Come, share the wine of the Spirit for the intoxication that gives lasting joy.
  L: Come, let us worship together.
      *Hymn -        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”             Page 43
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, in our greedy society we find ourselves behaving like everyone else. We constantly want more. We are not satisfied with what we have. Forgive us, we pray, and teach us again the lesson of seeking “our daily bread,” and the dangers of storing up worldly goods “where moth and rust corrupt.” We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 105:1-6, 39-43(Responsive)                                  
  L: Give thanks to the Lord, proclaim his greatness; tell the nations what he has done.
P: Sing praise to the Lord; tell the wonderful things he has done.
L: Be glad that we belong to him; let all who worship him rejoice.
P: Go to the Lord for help; and worship him continually.
L: You descendants of Abraham, his servant; you descendants of Jacob, the man he chose:
P: remember the miracles that God performed and the judgments that he gave.
L: God put a cloud over his people and a fire at night to give them light.
P: They asked, and he sent quails; he gave them food from heaven to satisfy them.
L: He opened a rock, and water gushed out, flowing through the desert like a river.

ALL: He remembered his sacred promise to Abraham his servant. So he led his chosen people out, and they sang and shouted for joy.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in one God, maker and ruler of all things, Father of all people, the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love. We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our Teacher, Example, and Redeemer, the Savior of the world. We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort and for strength. We believe in the Word of God contained in the Old and New Testaments as the rule both of faith and of practice. We believe in the church as the fellowship for worship and service of all who are united in the Living Lord. This we believe!
Hymn -        “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                Page 463
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept. 24 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)  Special Music: Judy Knorr

                 Meeting with Parents & Confirmands after Worship in the All Purpose Room (room with shovel above door)
Sept. 25 -  7:00PM - Elders Meeting
                  7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee
Oct.    1 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal) - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff  Confirmation after Worship Service
Oct.     3- 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
Oct.     7 - 4:00-6:00PM - Valleys Pig Roast Supper - dine in or takeout

Oct.     8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)-  Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following worship service (Please bring a dish to share)
SPECIAL MUSIC: A special thank you to Judy Knorr for sharing special music today .
MEETING WITH PARENTS AND CONFIRMANDS in All Purpose Room on September 24th following Worship Service.
Confirmation Class begins Sun. Oct. 1st in the Music (Choir) Room following Worship Service.
ELDERS MEETING is September 25th at 7:00PM. (Meeting changed from Oct. 2 due to schedule conflict.)

DEACONS MEETING is October 3rd at 7:00PM.
PASTOR VACATION: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Monday, October 9th thru Saturday October 14th. Please call the church office in case of an emergency.
             PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Susan Snyder, (Outpatient surgery); *Mike Lesher, (Karla Lesher’s husband, surgery on Oct. 11); Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel;  Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); Shelia Bentz, (Ann Hale’s friend, had surgery); Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 

LAY READERS: Sept. 24th - Doris Hand; Oct. 1st - Marie Herb; Oct. 8th - Theresa Miller; Oct. 15th - Jan Quinn.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Sept 24th & Oct. 1st - Sharon Fetterhoff; Oct. 8th & 13th - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we discuss Lesson 6 on Sept. 17th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Sept. 24th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin; Oct. 1st - Bridget Campbell & Sue Faust; Oct. 8th - Marie Herb & Kris Heckard; Oct. 15th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin. All Children are encouraged to come to Sunday School!
PIG ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.50, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Dine in or takeout available. Call the church office for more information or for tickets. Tickets are also available to purchase Sundays after worship service.
COVERED DISH FELLOWSHIP MEAL is held on October 8th (2nd Sunday of each month) following Worship Service.   Please bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert.)

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 10th, Eat at church only between 5:15-6:15PM.  (Please note time change.) Menu: Beef Stew, Dinner roll, Salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Oct. 5th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER reopens on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM and a Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.

BUS TRIP: The Making Memories Gang from Millersburg & Halifax area is sponsoring a bus trip to see “Miracle of Christmas” at Sight and Sound. The day trip includes an 11a.m. show, lunch to follow at Shady Maple, transportation and bus driver’s gratuity. To register or for more information, call Pat Hoffman at 717-692-3429.
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME We wish to have coffee and cookie time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have fellowship after church on Sundays.  If anyone wishes to help with the committee or donate cookies, please see Marie Herb. (We would like to have a committee so it is not on one person all the time.)
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service. Please see Seth Guertin, Bridget Campbell or Marie Herb if you’re interested.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for September 24, 2023

Invocation:

Lord God, our Father, as we meet you in worship today, help us to worship you with undistracted hearts.  Reveal the wonders of your Word and deepen our faith so that in turn we may build others up with the gifts and opportunities you give us.  May all that we do and say be a reflection of Christ Jesus, our Savior.  In His name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:   Psalm 105:1-6, 39-43; Exodus 16:2-15

Sermon:  



“How Big is Your God?” 

Today’s story follows last week’s story of Mosses leading His people out of Egypt as God parted the sea for their escape to safe ground.   Well time has passed and now the food the Israelites carried on their backs is gone.  Empty backpacks, except for the heavy gold and jewels they got from the Egyptians and none of that is edible.  We find the Israelites trudging toward the Promised Land, but looking back over their shoulders to the abundant food they left in Egypt.  The talk on the trail may have been of freedom, but in their minds they are still slaves.

They looked one way and thought another . . . They talked freedom, but thought slavery . . . They started out watching God as He spoke to them through the clouds by day and the fire by night . . .  But at the same time they held on to Pharaoh’s hand . . .!  Canaan and Egypt were in the same valley but in extreme opposite directions.  To reach one, you had to turn your back on the other . . .  Your eyes are on Canaan, but your mind is on Egypt.  

And they had some choices to make.  There were basically two choices.  

1. The first was to return to Egypt.  Not a good choice; Pharaoh would have killed half of them and made the other half do twice the work.

2. The other choice was to pay the price for freedom.  

The Israelites understood hardship, pain and death; after 430 years as a nation of slaves to the Egyptians, they knew suffering.  Now, released by the order of Pharaoh; driven in one night from their homes towards a never-seen land supposedly “flowing with milk and honey”, and led by a prophet carrying only a stick and the promises of God that they couldn’t see – these slaves were nervous about the future.  They had no food, no direction, no hope, and all of this was working on them.

According to our text, the Lord sent the manna as a test to see if, when the complainers got what they were asking for, if they then would follow Him and stop their grumbling.  But they didn’t.  As soon as they got their bread, they complained that there was no fish or onions to go with it.  In the book of Numbers the 11th Chapter it talks about how they longed for fish and onions.

The people of Israel blamed Moses for bringing them out of Egypt to “die in the wilderness”.  That wasn’t a fact – because they did survive.  But they were afraid, and complaining comes from fear and lack of faith in the leadership God had placed in their midst.  Moses compared complaining about God’s chosen leader with complaining against the Lord Himself.

Complaining is a form of blaming others for what you don’t have, or didn’t get, or just aren’t generally happy with.  Complaining is a sure sign of amnesia when people have forgotten how God has provided for them.   And it is a sign of lack of faith.  For the children of Israel freedom was losing its shine when the cost of freedom became their reality.  It is much easier to accept a little misery rather than an unknown freedom.

There is something else we should know – Complaining is contagious.  It says, “And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.” – The WHOLE CONGREGATION!
Grumbling and complaining also causes disunity.  Just a few weeks before, Moses was their hero, leading them out after four centuries of slavery; now everybody’s mad.  It’s amazing how it affects reasonable people.  Complaining and grumbling is a noise that causes disunity among us.  It you are tempted to complain, just consider that you will be dividing people.

When God has set us free – we should act like it.

Israel’s people prayed for four centuries to be released from their bondage.  When it finally came all they could do was look back towards Egypt.  It plays out that way so often:

As we began looking at this passage we talked about profitable lessons.  This passage carries the help we need to begin cooperating with God’s declaration of our freedom

1. First, decide to trust God.  When the children of Israel finally stopped banging their heads against the wall, this is what they did.  They agreed to trust God.  It took them forty years of wandering in the desert, but it did happen, and they stopped complaining against their leadership, and began to move together as a family. 

2. Second, Decide to Worship.  The manna was gathered for 6 days a week.  And on that 6th day they gathered two-day’s worth of manna so that they could worship on the 7th day.  God made a plan for our lives that includes work, rest, and worship.  

3. Gather everyday – early!  Having the promise of God is not supposed to take away our responsibilities.  In fact, it awakens us to how we should go about handling our real responsibilities.  The children of Israel had a real need – food.  They could have spoken to their leaders without grumbling and complaining.  The Bible tells us in the book of Philippians 4:6 – “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”  Most of us don’t have physical food problems – unless it is eating too much food!  Our problem is more of a Spiritual malnutrition.  Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he that comes to me shall never be hungry; and he that believes in me shall never be thirsty.” (John 6:35)  Make certain you have your daily manna-time with Jesus.

4. But don’t hoard your Manna.  In our text it tells us that when the flock first saw the manna they said, “What is up with this?”  Actually the word manna means “what is it?”  When they understood the food value, many of them attempted to go into the grain storage business.  God made sure they couldn’t do it.  If they tried to hold some over for the next day it rotted and turned wormy in their pots.

Our needs spiritually are about the same.  If we always live on yesterday’s experience as if they are today’s adventure with Christ, our inner spirit will starve.  It will turn our service for Christ into a wormy leftover.  The reason God gave the children manna fresh every day was so they would learn to depend on Him daily and not wander.  It is the same with you and me.  Our daily dependence on Him spiritually is vital to our vitality as a servant of Christ.

5. So don’t grumble and Eat your Manna!  Enough has been said about grumbling and complaining.  Without beating the horse to death, let me share one last observation.  God’s people failed the test time and time again because they refused to trust God and cooperate with Him.  In spite of it all God provided for their needs.

God’s provision for You in life can be either a powerful affirmation of your faith as you trust him with grumbling, or it can be a constant reminder of our feat and faithlessness.  The choice is up to you.  How big is Your God?  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Holy God our Heavenly Father, to you we bring our praise and our supplications.  We pray for Your church universal, that it may be an unfaltering witness.  We pray for each one who has confessed Your name, that we may truly and humbly serve You and bring glory to Your name.  We pray for peace in our world, understanding that promotes peace and unites all people in love.  We pray for those who lead our nations, that they may have courage, honor, and wisdom to rule for peace and justice for all.  We pray for those who suffer pain, grief, or trouble or sickness - _______________.  May they know the assurance of Your presence and trust in You to provide.

Lord, You have called each one of us to serve You in mission, whether it is in our home, our neighborhood, our church, or in the world.  Strengthen us for this mission so that we may serve You with an abundance of joy and honor.  We pray that through our witness Your Kingdom will be broadened with faithful believers in Jesus. 

Holy Lord, hear and answer our prayer, that we may rest in Your assurance that You hear our supplications, We pray all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

Go in peace, encouraging one another in love, and living as faithful children of God.  Amen.

